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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL 

1. FOLLOWING WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL "COUP IN CHILE" 
APPEARED IN SEPT 13 EDITION: 

2. BEGIN QUOTE: CHILE'S COUP IS DIFFERENT. ITS SPECIAL 
TRAGEDY IS THAT IT ENDS LATIN AMERICA'S LONGEST DEMOCRATIC 
TRADITION AND ALSO ITS MOST SERIOUS EFFORT TO CARRY OUT 
RAPID SOCIAL CHANGE WITHIN A FRAMEWORK OF REPRESENTATIVE 
GOVERNMENT. WHETHER THE COUP WILL ARREST THE COUNTRY'S 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DISINTEGRATION. OR LEAD CHILE INTO AN 
INTENSIFIED CLASS WAR, CANNOT YET BE KNOWN. THE LEADERS 
OF THE ARMED FORCES, UNTIL NOW ON THE SIDELINES OF POLI- 
TICS, CONDUCTED THEIR TAKEOVER IN THE NAME OF "LIBERATING 
CHILE FROM THE MARXIST YOKE," AS THEY DESCRIBED THE 
ELECTED GOVERNMENT OF SALVADOR ALLENDE. AT THE SAME TIME, 
IN AN EVIDENT BOW TO THE ALLENDE CONSTITUENCY, THE MILITARY 
LEADERS ASSURED THE WORKERS THAT THEIR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL BENEFITS "WILL NOT SUFFER FUNDAMENTAL CHANGES." 
PERHAPS THE CHILEAN MILITARY CAN RETURN THEIR COUNTRY IN A 
REASONABLE TIME TO ITS DEMOCRATIC HERITAGE. THE EXPER- 
IENCE OF OTHERS IS NOT ENCOURAGING. THAT IS WHAT IS SO 
REGRETTABLE ABOUT THE FAILURE OF THE ALLENDE EXPERIMENT. 
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IT IS AN OUTCOME LIKELY TO HARDEN BOTH LATIN LEFT AND LATIN 
RIGHT IN THE VIEW THAT SOCIAL CHANGE IN A DEMOCRATIC 
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CONTEXT DOESN’T WORK. 

3. MR. ALLENDE’S TRULY UNFORTUNATE DEATH-BY HIS OWN HAND, 
ACCORDING TO THE NEW JUNTA-IMPARTS AN ADDITIONAL SOMBER 
AND OMINOUS NOTE. MANY IN LATIN AMERICA WILL NO DOUBT 
REGARD HIM AS A MARTYR WHOSE DEATH, LIKE THAT OF CHE 
GUEVARA, SYMBOLIZES THE IMPLACABILITY OF AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISM." HIS POLITICS, PERHAPS ALSO HIS MYTH, ARE 
BOUND TO MOVE TO THE CENTER OF LATIN AND INTER-AMERICAN 
POLITICS, AND TO BECLOUD OBJECTIVE JUDGMENT OF HIM. IT IS 
IMPOSSIBLE NOT TO NOTE, HOWEVER, THAT HIS 30 EARLIER YEARS 
IN THE POLITICAL WILDERNESS HAD ILL PREPARED HIM TO 
EXERCISE POWER. HE IGNORED THE LIMITATIONS OF HIS MINORITY 
SUPPORT AND ATTEMPTED TO GOVERN AS THOUGH HE WIELDED A 
MAJORITY. HE LOST CONTROL OF MANY OF HIS OWN SUPPORTERS. 

HIS ADMIRERS CAN ARGUE THAT HE WAS BEQUEATHED A POLITICAL 
AND ECONOMIC LEGACY THAT WOULD HAVE BURDENED ANY 
LEADER, BUT THAT IS HARDLY A PERSUASIVE DEFENSE; THE JOB 
WAS NOT FORCED UPON HIM. 

4. ON THE EVE OF ALLENDE'S ELECTION IN 1970, HENRY 
KISSINGER, CALLING HIM "PROBABLY A COMMUNIST," SAID THAT 

AN "ALLF.NDF, TAKEOVER" WOULD POSE "MASSIVE PROBLEMS FOR US, 
AND FOR DEMOCRATIC FORCES AND FOR PRO-U.S. FORCES IN 
LATIN AMERICA." THE CIA AND ITT DISCUSSED-APPARENTLY 
WITHOUT FURTHER ACTION-HOW TO KEEP MR. ALLENDE FROM POWER. 
WHEN CHILEAN MODERATES SEEMED TO BE LOOKING FOR A SATIS- 
FACTORY WAY TO RESOLVE THE COPPER-NATIONALIZATION DIS- 
PUTES, THE ADMINISTRATION DELIVERED A NUMBER OF SYMBOLIC 
REBUFFS TO MR. ALLENDE AND THEN PROCEEDED TO USE ITS 
INFLUENCE TO DENY HIM ACCESS TO LOANS FROM THE INTER- 
NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT BANKS. THE EVIDENT RESULTS WERE TO 
STIFFEN THE CHILEAN POSITION ON COMPENSATION FOR THE 
COPPER FIRMS, TO WORK ECONOMIC HARDSHIP ON CHILE, AND TO 
AGGRAVATE POLITICAL TENSION THERE. MEANWHILE, THE U.S. 

KEPT UP CLOSE LINKS WITH THE CHILEAN MILITARY. MILITARY 
AID FLOWED; AT THE MOMENT OF THE COUP, FOUR U.S. NAVY 
SHIPS WERE STEAMING TOWARD CHILE FOR JOINT MANEUVERS WITH 
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CHILE'S NAVY. IN DENYING CIA INVOLVEMENT IN THE COUP 
YESTERDAY. THE STATE DEPARTMENT DID NOT OFFER REGRETS 
EITHER FOR THE TAKEOVER OR FOR MR. ALLENDE'S DEATH. 

5. SOBERING AS IT IS TO HAVE TO ASK WHETHER AMERICAN 
IDEOLOGICAL COOLNESS AND CORPORATE INFLUENCE PLAYED A ROLE 
IN THE UNDOING OF THE ALLENDE EXPERIMENT, IT IS UNAVOID- 
ABLE. INDEED, THE DENOUEMENT I .RAVES HANGING THE WHOLE 
QUESTION OF WHAT OUGHT TO BE THE AMERICAN POLICY TOWARD 
THE FORCES OF ECONOMIC NATIONALISM CHURNING MUCH OF LATIN 
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AMERICA. THE ISSUE IS UNQUESTIONABLY WORTHY OF THE 
RECALL OF SECRETARY OF STATE-DESIGNATE KISSINGER BEFORE 
THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE FOR A CLOSER LOOK 
AT OUR PERFORMANCE IN CHILE AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR 
FUTURE POLICY, OR A SEPARATE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION, 
OR BOTH. RUSH 
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